
RSPB GREAT GARDEN BIRDWATCH 

 
Trev & Lyn took part in this annual event on the nature reserve on Sunday 25th January.  We 

arrived at the site at 8.15 on a lovely cold, frosty sunny morning.  We chose to watch be-

tween the pond & the oak plantation.  The object was to count & note down any birds we 

saw in just one hour.  We noted 20 different species with 

Blue Tit (16) and Blackbird (15) the most common. 

 

Just how scientific the count is I don’t know as we may  

have counted the same bird more than once, however it  

was interesting.  We intend to take part again next year  

& then we can compare numbers.  Thanks to  

Cllr. Roger Berriman for telling us about the event. 

 

For a full list of birds spotted contact Trevor on 682982 

A.G.M 
 

We will be holding the A.G.M. on May 1st before our work session begins.  Please try and 

come .  We will begin the meeting at 11am and it should only last for a short time as it is a 

fairly informal affair.  We would be very happy to see some new faces on the committee, so 

please consider putting yourself forward.  All posts will be up for re-election.  Contact the 

secretary Ian Hay tel:- 203867 if you would like to be elected. 

B.B.Q. 

 
This year the barbeque will be held on Saturday 3rd July, beginning at 1pm.  Help is 

always needed, as there is a lot of preparation involved & a lot to be carried to 

the picnic area from the gate.  Prizes for the tombola will be gratefully accepted, 

so hang on to those unwanted christmas presents. 

Please contact Ian Hay (203687) or Lyn Brockway (682982) with any offers of 

help or  donations. 

WORKDAY 
 

We started work on the Nature Trail at our workday this month.  We have put in posts at 

strategic points around the site & there will be leaflets available when the trail is completed. 

This project has been made possible by a grant from Shell. 



Commemorative Tree 
We have our first commemorative Tree donated.  Maggie & Lauriel 

Gough planted an oak tree.  We hope they will come and tend it occasionally.  

Thank you for your donation.  If any one would like to have a tree planted in the name of a 

loved one please contact Lyn or Ian.  

Focus On Wild Life 
 

Peacock Butterfly-Nymphalis io 

So named because of the brightly coloured eyelike markings on the 

wings (6cm span) similar to the spots on a peacocks tail.  The eyespots 

act as protection from birds, when disturbed by a predator the butterfly 

opens its wings to display the spots, the birds usually fly off without 

waiting to decide if they belong to a large predator or are a bluff. 

 

They breed once a year laying their eggs on nettles in April or May.  The caterpillars feed on 

nettles and are jet black finely speckled with white.  They enter the pupa stage in July or Au-

gust and the butterflies will be seen until September or October when hibernation begins. 

 

This butterfly can be seen on warm dry days early in the year when they come out of hiber-

nation.  One was spotted during our workday this month on the 7th February so you may see 

NEW PATH 

 
With the help of the Prince’s Trust a new path is planned for the far end of the site, going 

through the wood.  There is a lot of work involved as the incline is quite steep in parts and 

steps will have to be built into the bank.  The path will make a walk around the site more in-

teresting. 

 

As you see we have a lot of work planned for this year & we would welcome your help.  

Please come along to our workdays if you can. 

FUTURE DATES 
 

Please note our workday in March will not be on the 1st Saturday but the following Satur-

day 13th March. 

Saturday 13th March  Workday 11am 

Saturday 3rd April Workday 11am 

Saturday 1st May  A.G.M./Workday 11am 

Saturday 5th June Workday 11am 

Saturday 3rd July  Barbeque 1pm 

Edited by Lyn Brockway  Produced by Tessa Saunders 


